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,„ accc«lanc»im fo,Bg»ng. olaims 1 , 9. 12. 13. 18. 21. 24 and 27 h.ve been 

amended Claims 1-30 are pending and under consideration. 

,n «,e Office Ao«o„. daims 1-5 and 7.30 ere elected under 35 U.S,C^§103 a. b^^ 

ar,Sdpe.ed by OKad, e, ai. In vtew o. Bunny e, al., and Caim 6 reJaCed 
a,ba^9an«l«patedbyOkadae.a,.inv,e»ofBunnya.ai.andlnfu,1herv,ewofMonc«iff. 

Claim 1 , as amended above, redtes -a teble atonng therein, in association with each 
o«,er aentif ers of persons using said vlr«.al communication spaces, identified of sa,d v,«ual 
communicaton spaces and conesponding ct,a,ac.er.tmin Irtom^afion of the pe«ons^«Ki 
conaspondlns character-train information being used as said message sender Kienttying 
infom^aon; and means for detemthting a part of said character^ intbmtaSon to be us^ 
one of said virtual communication spaces for a designated one of said Identrtiers of the persons, 
in accordance with the association of said d«>ignated identmer and an identif,er of sa,d one 
,^rtual communication space >»ith the place of said character-train lnfom,ation in said table 

J 1. I „ Q i-j 17 1ft 21 24 and 27 are amended Similarly, 
means". The remaining independent claims 9, 12, 13. 18, ^i . ana ^ 

Okada et al. (US Patent No. 6.393.461) discloses providing a user's instruction to an 
agent in a chat channel to .ead out a .og f..e. and viewing, by means of a URL received from Uie 

agent, a chat log on a Web page which contains a chat log in the past and a chat log ,n wh.ch 

the user did not participate. 

Bunny et al. discloses rewriting an IRC command with a nine character nickname. 
However, neither of Okada et.al. and Bunny et al. discloses or suggests "a table storing 

therein, in association with each other, identifiers of persons using said virtual communicaton 
spaces kJentifiers of said virtual communication spaces and corresponding character-tra-n 
ir^fomiation of the persons, said con^sponding character-train information being used as said 
message sender identilying infor«,at5on; and means for detemiining a part of said character-train 
.nfomiation to be used in one of said virtual communication spaces for a designated one of sa.d 
kJentifiers of the persons, in accordance with the association of said designated identifier and an 
identifier of said one virtual communication space with the piece of said character-train 
infomiation in said table means", as called for in each of the independent claims 1 . 9. 12. 13. 18. 
21. 24 and 27. 

In view of the above, it is respectfully submitted that the independent claims 1 . 9. 1 2, 1 3. 
1 8. 21 . 24 and 27 are allowable over the references and rejections of record. 
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All remaining claims depend from the foregoing independent claims and acconi.ngly. 
inherit the limitations thereof and con^spondingly should be deemed allowable tor the same 
reasons. Thus, claims 4^ depend from claim 1 and should be allowable. Claims 10 and 11 
depend from claim 9 and should be allowable. Claims 14 and 16 depend from claim 12 and 
claims 15-17 depend f«.m claim 13 and should be allowable. Claims 19 and 20 depend from 
claim 18 and should be allowable. Claims 22 and 23 depend from claim 21 and should be 
allowable. Claims 25 and 26 depend from 24 and should be allowable. Claims 28-30 depend 
from claim 27 and should be allowable. 

There being no further outstanding objections or rejections, it is submitted that the 
application is In condition for allowance. An early action to that effect is courteously solicited. 

Finally, if there are any fomial matters remaining after this response, the Examiner is 
requested to telephone the undersigned to attend to these matters. 

If there are any additional fees associated with filing of this Amendment, please charge 
the same to our Deposit Account No. 19-3935. 

Respectfully submitted. 
STAAS & HALSEY LLP 



Date: March 17. 2005 



1201 New York Avenue, NW, Suite 700 
Washington. D.C. 20005 
Telephone: (202)434-1500 
Facsimile: (202)434-1501 




Registitrtion No. 22,010 



SERTRCATF fiP p/^flfffMII p TftAIM.<iMtfKinM 

1 hereby ccftify that this cornsspondenco Is beittg trans- 
•nitted via facsimile tot Commisslonef fcr P&tents. 
RO. Bex M^OuUexandfia, VA 2Z313-1450 

STAAS &HALs»;:::r^ ZTrijr i 



By. 
Date 
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